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Decision to honour Alan Turing on £50 note ‘must
promote tolerance’
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A concept of the new Bank of England £50 note featuring World War II code-breaker Alan Turing. Picture: Bank
of England/PA Wire

The great nephew of Alan Turing has said the decision to honour the pioneering

scientist by featuring him on a new banknote is a “wonderful dedication”, but

stressed it should also serve as a reminder of the persecution he endured.

All Sections

https://www.scotsman.com/future-scotland/tech
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=813213615470674&display=popup&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotsman.com%2Ffuture-scotland%2Ftech%2Fdecision-to-honour-alan-turing-on-ps50-note-must-promote-tolerance-1413151
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Decision%20to%20honour%20Alan%20Turing%20on%20%C2%A350%20note%20%E2%80%98must%20promote%20tolerance%E2%80%99&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotsman.com%2Ffuture-scotland%2Ftech%2Fdecision-to-honour-alan-turing-on-ps50-note-must-promote-tolerance-1413151
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=Decision%20to%20honour%20Alan%20Turing%20on%20%C2%A350%20note%20%E2%80%98must%20promote%20tolerance%E2%80%99%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotsman.com%2Ffuture-scotland%2Ftech%2Fdecision-to-honour-alan-turing-on-ps50-note-must-promote-tolerance-1413151&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotsman.com%2Ffuture-scotland%2Ftech%2Fdecision-to-honour-alan-turing-on-ps50-note-must-promote-tolerance-1413151
mailto:?subject=Decision%20to%20honour%20Alan%20Turing%20on%20%C2%A350%20note%20%E2%80%98must%20promote%20tolerance%E2%80%99&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotsman.com%2Ffuture-scotland%2Ftech%2Fdecision-to-honour-alan-turing-on-ps50-note-must-promote-tolerance-1413151
https://www.scotsman.com/


T he mathematician, whose ingenuity helped crack the Enigma code during the Second

World War and paved the way for the modern computer, will appear on the Bank of

England’s new £50 note.

Turing, lauded nowadays as a war hero and the father of computer science, was

prosecuted just seven years after the end of the conflict on account of his homosexuality.

Now 65 years after his death, he is set to grace the new polymer note that is expected to

enter circulation by the end of 2021.

A concept of the new Bank of England £50 note featuring World War II code-breaker Alan Turing. Picture:
Bank of England/PA Wire

It will feature a quote from Turing, given in an interview to the Times newspaper on 11

June 1949, in which he vowed: “This is only a foretaste of what is to come and only the

shadow of what is going to be.”

James Turing, the founder and chief executive of the Turing Trust, an Edinburgh-based

charity that continues his great uncle’s legacy by providing reused computer and teacher

training in sub-Saharan Africa, said it was important to qualify the honour.



He told The Scotsman: “The new £50 note is a wonderful dedication to Alan and his legacy

and something that on a personal level is quite surreal. However, it doesn’t change how

Alan was treated during his life, so my hope for this dedication is that it will help to

remind us all that we must do better and strive daily to make the world a more tolerant

and equal place.”

Turing was prosecuted for homosexual acts in 1952. An inquest concluded his death from

cyanide poisoning two years later at the age of just 41 was suicide.

He was posthumously pardoned by the Queen in 2013, having been convicted of gross

indecency.

The new banknote design will feature a photograph of him taken in 1951, as well as a table

and mathematical formulae from a 1936 paper by Turing, which is widely recognised as

being a foundation for computer science.

It sought to establish whether there could be a definitive method by which something

could be assessed as provable or not using a universal machine.

The design will also feature technical drawings for the British Bombe – one of the main

methods used to break Enigma-enciphered messages during the war.

Turing’s signature from the visitors’ book at Bletchley Park in 1947, where he worked

during the war, will also be included, alongside ticker tape depicting his birth date – 23

June 1912 – in binary code, a concept which featured in Turing’s groundbreaking 1936

paper.

Related topics: Bank Of England Edinburgh

This website and its associated newspaper are members of Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO)

Follow us on

Explore

News Sport

https://www.scotsman.com/topic/bank-of-england
https://www.scotsman.com/topic/edinburgh
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=813213615470674&display=popup&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotsman.com%2Ffuture-scotland%2Ftech%2Fdecision-to-honour-alan-turing-on-ps50-note-must-promote-tolerance-1413151
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Decision%20to%20honour%20Alan%20Turing%20on%20%C2%A350%20note%20%E2%80%98must%20promote%20tolerance%E2%80%99&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotsman.com%2Ffuture-scotland%2Ftech%2Fdecision-to-honour-alan-turing-on-ps50-note-must-promote-tolerance-1413151
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=Decision%20to%20honour%20Alan%20Turing%20on%20%C2%A350%20note%20%E2%80%98must%20promote%20tolerance%E2%80%99%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotsman.com%2Ffuture-scotland%2Ftech%2Fdecision-to-honour-alan-turing-on-ps50-note-must-promote-tolerance-1413151&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotsman.com%2Ffuture-scotland%2Ftech%2Fdecision-to-honour-alan-turing-on-ps50-note-must-promote-tolerance-1413151
mailto:?subject=Decision%20to%20honour%20Alan%20Turing%20on%20%C2%A350%20note%20%E2%80%98must%20promote%20tolerance%E2%80%99&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotsman.com%2Ffuture-scotland%2Ftech%2Fdecision-to-honour-alan-turing-on-ps50-note-must-promote-tolerance-1413151
https://www.facebook.com/TheScotsmanNewspaper
https://twitter.com/TheScotsman
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-scotsman/
https://www.instagram.com/the.scotsman/
https://www.scotsman.com/news
https://www.scotsman.com/sport

